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Today’s Gospel:  Today’s Gospel concludes three weeks of readings from the 13
th
 Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel.  

Throughout these three weeks we have heard Jesus teaching crowds about the kingdom of heaven, and we have heard 
Jesus interpret some of his teachings for the disciples.  In this week’s Gospel Jesus offers three more short parables.  The 
first two parables describe the great value of the kingdom of heaven.  In the first, Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is 
like a buried treasure that is worth possessing even if it means giving up everything else.  In the second, Jesus proposes that 
the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl of great worth for which one will sell everything else to possess.  These parables teach 
us that we are to place everything we value in the service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God.  The third parable that Jesus 
proposes in today’s Gospel is different from the first two, but it is reminiscent of the parable of the sower we heard last week.  
The kingdom of heaven is compared to fishing with a wide net.  After the fish have been collected, the good fish are kept and 
the bad fish are thrown away; so too, in the final judgment, will the wicked and the righteous be separated.  Today’s Gospel 
concludes with a curious statement about the scribe who understands the kingdom of heaven.  Here a metaphor is offered: 
this scribe is like the head of a household who “brings from his storeroom both the new and the old.”  The scribes referred to 
here are experts of Mosaic law.  It is possible that Jesus is here instructing the early Christian community on how to proceed 
in the interpretation of Jewish law with respect to Jesus’ “new” teaching.  Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of heaven does 
not replace the Jewish tradition; it interprets it in a different light.  Courtesy of Loyola Press 

World Youth Day:  Inaugurated by Pope John Paul II in 1985, World Youth Day was established with three aims: first 
celebrating and putting trust in the young; second, making pilgrimage; and third, encountering the Catholic community.  
World Youth Day 2023 runs from 1

st
 to 6

th
 August in Lisbon, Portugal, culminating in Mass celebrated by Pope Francis on 6

th
 

August.  Fr Luke will be in attendance as part of his Diocesan Youth role, with a party of young people from our Diocese, and 
will be away from 26

th
 July to 9

th
 August.  We pray for all our young people, priests, and volunteers at World Youth Day in 

Lisbon that the Lord keep them safe and that they may be open to a life changing encounter with Jesus Christ. 

Fr Paul:  Fr Paul will be away from the parish on pilgrimage from 8
th
 to the 23

rd
 August, and during this time there will be no 

weekday Masses.  Masses will resume on Thursday 24
th
 and cover is being arranged for the normal Sunday Masses. 

The Sick of the Parish:  The names of the sick have been published weekly now for many years. In order to ensure it is 
current, and, under GDPR rules we do not breach any individual’s confidentiality, we ask that any person who is sick or 
unwell and wants to ask for prayers to be said for them, to give their names to Fr Paul so the list can be re-established.   
We ask your prayers for all our brothers and sisters who are unwell, afflicted, housebound or distressed.  Lord, comfort and 

relieve them according to their needs, and grant them the love and consolation of your Spirit.  Amen. 

Our Own Dear Departed:  Of your charity, pray for the repose of the souls of the faithful departed and especially for John 
Perry (1986), Josef Sczcczepanko (1986), Mark Cooper (1999), Cyril Robinson (1970), Anne Morgan (1988), Ann Garnett 
(1988), Leonard Gray (2007), Elijah O’Connor (1963), William Brennan (1983), Rachel Styles (1987), Paul O’Donovan 
(1997), Guiseppina Iannelli (2016), Stephen Fox (1983), Patricia Jellings (1993) and Barrie Johnson (2009) whose 
anniversaries occur about this time.   

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls, and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace 

The 17
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time - Sunday 30
th

 July 2023:   Sunday Readings: Liturgical Year A 
Services during the coming week – Seventeenth Week of the Year, Year I 

Saturday 29
th
    

July 

5:30 pm  Confessions  

6:00 pm 
 Vigil Mass for the 17

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, offered for Rosario “Roan” Tablante RIP.  Reader 

R Cork, Offertory Cork Family 

Sunday 30
th
    

July 

8:00 am 
 Holy Mass, offered for the people of the parish.  Reader A Smith, offertory Cleary Family, 
Eucharistic Minister E Cleary 

10:00 am  Holy Mass offered for Samuel Harris-Eze.  Reader N Fox, offertory Fox Family, Eucharistic 
Minister R Shorten 

Please join us for tea and coffee in the Garden Room after 10:00 Mass, prepared & served by Ascension & Rosemary 
Monday 31

st
 

July 
 St Ignatius of Loyola 
No Mass Today 

Tuesday 1
st
 

August 
 St Alphonsus 
10:00 am  Holy Mass, offered for John Earley RIP 

Wednesday 2
nd

 
August 

 Feria 
12 noon  Holy Mass, open intention 

Thursday 3
rd

 
August 

 Feria 
10:00 am . Holy Mass, open intention 

Friday 4
th
 

August 

 St John Vianney 

10:00 am 
 Holy Mass, offered for Agnes Gorman and Family RIP, followed by Exposition and a chaplet of 
Divine Mercy 

Saturday 5
th
 

August 
5:30 pm  Confessions 
6:00 pm  Vigil Mass of 18

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time, open intention.  


